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Welcome and Thank You for Attending the
2026 Southern Arizona Tech + Business Expo
Showcasing Technology and Innovation!

Welcome to the 14th Annual Southern Arizona Tech + Business Expo and thank
you for joining us for the largest technology and innovation event in Southern
Arizona.

We are grateful to our sponsors, exhibitors, presenters, volunteers, and
attendees whose support makes this event possible. We hope today’s program
inspires new ideas, meaningful connections, and opportunities for growth.

At the Arizona Technology Council, our mission is to strengthen Arizona’s
technology sector and help make our state the fastest-growing technology hub
in the nation. We encourage you to stay engaged through our events,
committees, and networking opportunities to maximize the value of your
membership and build lasting relationships within our innovation community.

Upcoming Southern Arizona signature events:
 Arizona Photonics Days: January 27-29
Women's Innovation Network, A Celebration of Connection: February 19
Lucky Clover Classic Golf Tournament: March 12
International Day of Light: May 16
Arizona Aerospace Summit: July 20

Thank you for being part of this year’s Expo. We are committed to supporting
your success and hope you enjoy an exciting and productive event.

Sincerely,

Paloma Santiago

Vice President,
Southern Arizona Regional
Arizona Technology Council




SOUTH 32

TECHNOLOGY FOR
MODERN MINING

South32'sHermosa project in southern Arizona is the only advanced
mine development project in the United States that could produce
five federally designated critical minerals - including zinc and
manganese - all of which are essential minerals for powering the
nation’s clean energy future. To do this in the cleanest, safest way
possible for our employees and communities we are using proven,
state-of-the-art technology.

www.south32hermosa.com

Visit us at booths 1 & 2

BRIGHTER
FUTURES
TOGETHER




12:00pm - 1:00pm
1:00pm - 1:20pm

1:20pm - 2:00pm

2:00pm - 2:10pm

2:10pm - 2:50pm

2:50pm - 3:00pm

3:00pm - 6:30pm

AGENDA

Registration & Networking

Welcome & Opening Remarks

.....

Al Keynote Fireside Panel Chat:
“Al in Action - Transforming Education,
Healthcare and Law”

* Moderator: Aaron Eden - Al Trailblazers

* Benjamin McLarin - Tucson Medical Center
* Heather Buchta - Quarles

e Dr. David Ebert - University of Arizona

Annual Awards Presentation

Cyber Keynote Fireside Panel Chat:
“Beyond the Firewall: Protecting IT, Finance,
Energy & Data Infrastructure”

* Moderator: Greg Durnan - AcacialT

* Mark Frieden - Hughes Federal Credit Union

e Jeremy Kelly - UNS Energy - TEP

e Stephen Solewin - IBM

Annual Awards Presentation

Expo, Networking, and Champagne Reception



with a dream and the drive to make it happen.
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Aaron Eden brings 30 years of experience building and leading
technology teams and startups. At Intuit, his team automated 1.5
million hours of manual work in just two years. He now leads Brain
Bridge, helping organizations integrate AI with human teams, and
co-founded Al Trailblazers, a nonprofit offering apprenticeships to
underserved communities. Previously, he founded Moves the

Needle, a consultancy specializing in design thinking and lean
innovation for Fortune 100 companies.

PANELIST

Benjamin McLarin
Associate VP of Information Technology

TUCSON

\\é’) MEDICAL CENTER

Benjamin McLarin is a senior technology executive with extensive
experience in IT strategy, infrastructure, cybersecurity, and
operations across healthcare, insurance, and financial services. As
AVP of Technology at TMC Health, he oversees technology
architecture and enterprise infrastructure, including cybersecurity,
cloud solutions, networking, and IT service delivery.

Previously, he served as Vice President of Architecture and
Infrastructure at AAA (ACE), overseeing national infrastructure
operations, and held senior IT leadership roles at Stanford, USC,

and a regional healthcare system in Florida.

A decorated U.S. Navy veteran, Benjamin studied management
information systems at North Carolina State University. He is active
in several professional organizations and has served on leadership
boards for HIMSS and the National Association of Health Serwce’s °°
Executives (NAHSE). =~ ‘



Where Arizn". -
Workforce Begin:

$1.3 BILLION
PCC’s annual economic impact

1in 35 JOBS
Supported in Pima County

Health Professionse IT &
Cybersecurity « Advanced
Manufacturing « Aviation «
Skilled Trades « Public Safety
& First Responder « Business

’
o & Hospitality
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h o Industry-aligned programs
—F Real-world career training

Strong employer partnerships

See where
hands-on learning
happens pima.edu
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%}\% PimaCommunityCollege

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution



Al PANELIST

Heather Buchta

Intellectual Property Attorney,
Partner

Quarles

Heather Buchta brings nearly 25 years of IT experience, advising
clients on artificial intelligence, technology, data privacy, and
intellectual property. She specializes in Al governance and risk
management, software agreements, IT outsourcing, privacy
compliance, and trademark and copyright matters. Serving
industries including software, education, healthcare, and
manufacturing, Heather combines deep industry knowledge with
practical insight into emerging technologies, evolving regulations,

and business risks.
PANELIST —

Dr. David Ebert
Chief Al and Data Science Officer

A THE UNIVERSITY
. OF ARIZONA

David S. Ebert is the inaugural Chief AI and Data Science
Officer at the University of Arizona, where he directs the
Arizona Institute for AI and Society and serves as a Professor
of Electrical and Computer Engineering. An IEEE Fellow, his
research focuses on explainable Al, visual analytics, and
human-machine collaboration to solve real-world challenges.
Previously, he held leadership roles at Purdue University and
the University of Oklahoma. He is a recipient of the IEEE
Computer Society VGTC Technical Achievement Award.
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Praotect critical bx

resilient, cost-affe

designed to support ra

recowery, regulatory compliance,
and long-term business continuity.

Unlock fast access to data

across hybrid cloud environments.
Deliver the performance, security, to support Al analytics, and
and availability required by the world's data-intensive workloads at
most demanding enterprise applicatic enterprise scale
and transactional workloads.,

BUSINESS DUTCOME ‘A~ BUSINESS OUTCOME
Reduce risk whil @ B R CUNE Q Turn data into faster insights

trodlin: o 1 Minimize downtime and protect =
controlling da e revenuegenerating cperations and innovation.

Protect. Scale. Innovate.

Solutions & Equipment
Replacement Parts

in the Heart of Phoenix

Avoid lost time accidents
Reduce costly downtime
Increase profitability

Maximize manufacturing cutput

-
@ aapautomation.com
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Greg Durnan
Founder & CEO

Acacia

Greg Durnan is the founder and CEO of Acacia Information
Technologies (AcacialT), established in 1992. Under his leadership,
the company has grown into one of Arizona’s leading IT service
providers, with offices in Tucson and Scottsdale.

For more than 30 years, AcacialT has helped businesses leverage
technology to improve operations, strengthen cybersecurity, and
support growth. As a managed services provider, the company
delivers comprehensive IT support, security solutions, and
specialized compliance services, including HIPAA, PCI, DFARS,

CMMC, and SOC 2.
PANELIST

Mark Frieden
Vice President Cyber Security

¥ Hughes

s roqcal Credit Union

Mark Frieden started his career in the Credit Union industry in
September of 2010 when he joined Hughes Federal Credit Union
as an IT Manager for the Information Security & Technology
Department. In October of 2021 Mark was promoted to VP of
Cybersecurity when Cybersecurity was split off from IT. Prior to
this Mark Frieden worked for a startup fiber optics sensing
company as the IT Manager/Network Administrator and held this
position for 10 years. Mark Frieden also spent nearly 3 years as
the IT Manager/Principal at the University of Arizona College of
Optics. Mark Frieden has also worked as a 911 Operator and law
enforcement radio dispatcher. .+ e s c e e 0000




For 75 years, Hughes Federal Credit Union has grown alongside the community we serve.
ntinues to « ew possibilities, we're proud to support the innovators

W Hughes 2026 HughesFCU.org

i  Feicial Credit Union T W

PATENTVEST | IP LAW

Strategy first. Expert curated. Al-enabled.

A New Way To
Practice IP Law

patentvest.com | info@patentvest.com




CYBER PANELIST |——"

Jeremy Kelly

Director of Enterprise Security

TEP

Tucson Electric Power

Jeremy Kelly is a security leader with more than 20 years of
experience advancing security, governance, and risk management
within highly regulated environments. As Director of Enterprise
Security at Tucson Electric Power, he leads a broad portfolio
spanning cybersecurity, physical security, operational technology
security, and enterprise security risk management. He is
passionate about protecting critical infrastructure and helping
organizations balance security, reliability, compliance, and
innovation in an increasingly complex threat landscape.

PANELIST S—

Stephen Solewin

Solutions Architect & FlashSystems
Specialst

Stephen Solewin is a Solutions Architect and IBM FlashSystem
Specialist who helps organizations modernize their data
infrastructure with high-performance, cyber-resilient storage
solutions. He works with clients to design and implement storage
strategies that support hybrid cloud, AI, business continuity, and
digital transformation initiatives. Stephen is passionate about
helping organizations unlock greater value from their data while
simplifying complex technology challenges.



Engineering
the future
starts here.

Strengthening High School
Career & Technical Education
in Southern Arizona

www.pimajted.foundation

YOUR TECHNOLOGY

AZ ..
HR . MOVESFAST.
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YOUR HR SHOULD TOO.

Strategic HR support for growing Arizona companies.

HUB

100+ years of combined HR & Payroll experience
Nearly a decade of hands-on HR consulting experience

FRACTIONAL HR COMPLIANCE + ER

Experienced support without building a Practical guidance for employee issues,
full HR department. policies and risk.

TALENT + GROWTH LEADERSHIP

Recruiting, workforce planning and Manager training that strengthens teams
scalable HR systems. and accountability.

You focus on innovation.
We'll keep you out of the HR weeds.

AZHRHUB.COM

480.508.1827 =
SCHEDULE A CALL
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Innovation Leader of the Year
HartSClI

The company has made a significant contribution to the Southern Arizona tech '
community and/or significant contribution to advancing or transforming an industry
sector. The company is a recognized technical or innovation leader in Southern
Arizona.

Manufacturer of the Year
PowerPhotonic, Inc.

The company demonstrates leadership as a manufacturer in the region with a new
process or product, and involvement with the business and wider community of
Southern Arizona.

Startup of the Year
Intelligent Clinical Systems, Inc.

A company in a technology industry that has achieved significant business success
and technical innovation or scientific achievement and has been created and/or
funded within the past 24 months.

Southern Arizona Member Organization of the Year
Leonardo Electronics US, Inc.

The organization has demonstrated support and alignment with AZTC’s vision
statement: The Arizona Technology Council is the driving force behind making
Arizona the fastest growing technology hub in the nation; connecting and
empowering Arizona’s technology community.



Serving the Tucson Business Community
with Legal Excellence.
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or luis.ochoa@guarles.com.
quarles.com

22026 Quarles & Brady LLP

Achieve your business
meve|lopment goals.

Marketing for industry, technology, science and engineering. bl ue

(520) 979-3465 | bluecanoemarketing.com cCanoc




Thank You to
Our Sponsors!

SOUTH32
Arizona Commerce Authority
IBM
OTC Industrial Technologies
Tucson Electric Power
Hughes Federal Credit Union
Pima Community College
Spectrum Ina Road Collision
PatentVest
Pima County JTED Foundation
Kiln
AZ HR Hub
Quarles
Emergent Staffing
Control Vision

Blue Assurance Group

Hydronalix
Dynamic Manufacturing & Engineering
Arizona Lithographers
Blue Canoe Marketing
FairyTale Brownies

Pima JTED



D PROUD SPONSOR

DY NAM I C Arizona Technology Council

MANUFACTURING & ENGINEERING
TUCSON, AZ

PRECISION.
BUILT IN.

Complex parts. Confident execution.

5-axis CNC milling & multiaxis turning
3D scanning & precision inspection

of amﬁlal machining capacity
AS9100D CERTIFIED

AEROSPACE / DEFENSE MEDICAL OPTICS

dmeaz.com (520) 664-2210 TUCSON, AZ

klln. Tucson
A World Within Your Workplace.

Coworking - Flex Office » Meetings - Events

Book a Tour at kiln.com
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PRIMT
INSPIRES
COMMECTS
BUILDS
BRANDS

Commercial Printing | Marketing Materials | Packaging | Promoltems | Large Format

Quality craftsmanship. Local service. Solutions that make an impact.

0 520-622-7667 www.azlitho.com
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Spectum Ina Rd. Auto Colision
is the premier full senice auto
body colision repair shop in
Arizona. We proudly seive
Tucson and all neighboring
communities including Marana
Cro Valley, Cortoro, Dove
Mountain, South Tucson, Thiee
Points, Green Valley, and
Catalina Foothils.

OUR PROMISE TO YOU:
Ouwr feam of certified and
troined professionats provice
simpile, shoighiionword answers
10 your quastions ond honest,
genuing sanice for your vehicke,

Wie stiive fo axceed your mpncmmﬁinlml your gnxlety
ond murning your vehicks ko s pre-loss condifion....or beser.

4425 W. INA RD. Tucson, AZ 85741
(520) 744-4454 F: (520) 744-2255

WWW.INAROADAUTOCOLLISION.COM
JAVIER@INAROADALUTOCOLLISION.COM

Trrive Safe
Drive Happy

Chrysler Mopar Recognized
Certified Collision Repair Facility
Certified Collision Care Provider

[ —
; T ——

Secure Overnight Storage
Car Rentals at Reduced Races
Courtesy Shuttle

Pick up & Delivery Service
Theft Related Repairs

Lifetime Guarantes

1-Car Certified Technicians
Auto Glass Replacement/Repair
Windew Tinting

Unibody Repairs

Computer 4-Wheel Alignment
Precite Color Matching
24-Hour Towing
MechanicallElectrical

In sur continuing efforts to be conscious of our planet, we
have converted our body shop to a waterborne paint system
that helps protect the environment and also combines
durabilicy with superb color matching,

QUR BODY SHOP HOURS ARE :

Monday-Friday 7:30am — 5:30pm
Saturday 8:00am - | 2:00pm.
We provide door-to-door service and will come
to you to provide an estimate on your vehicle.




Visit our Dessert Sponsor
in Booth 44

FAIRYTALE |
BROWNIES.

EROWHMNIES.COM

No minimums
No set-up fees
Fast turnaround
Full-color logo

~ or photo

Thank You for Joining Us
Today!
Save the Date for Next
Year...October 13!
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