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This year marks our 13th annual Southern Arizona Tech + Business Expo. Thanks

for joining us for the largest tech event in Southern Arizona! We are deeply grateful to

our sponsors, supporters, exhibitors, company innovator presenters, Expo organizing

committee and to you! We hope you enjoy this year’s program, that you create

valuable connections and discover opportunities to grow your personal and

professional circles of influence.

The Arizona Technology Council strongly supports the technology sector of our state’s

economy and hosts over 100 events each year. Our vision is to be the driving force

behind making Arizona the fastest growing technology hub in the nation! The best

way to enjoy your membership and to create opportunities for your business is to get

involved! 

Here is a partial list events coming up in 2026:

•Monthly after5 Tech Mixers

•Arizona Photonics Days

•Southern Arizona Golf Tournament 

•Cybersecurity Summit

•AI/IT/CS Summit

•Smart City & IoT Conference

•E-Mobility and Clean Energy Summit

•Aerospace, Aviation, and Space Conference

•Governor's Celebration of Innovation

 Welcome and Thank You for Attending the

2025 Southern Arizona Tech + Business Expo

Showcasing Technology and Innovation!

 

 

Vice President,
Southern Arizona Regional
Arizona Technology Council

Our members know that active engagement in AZTC committees lead to connections

on an even higher level. There are many specialized committees. We'd love you to get

involved and create even more value from your membership. 

The Tech Council is committed to supporting you! Please contact me if we can help.

Again, welcome and thank you for your involvement. We hope you enjoy the 2025

Southern Arizona Tech + Business Expo.

Karla Morales

Sincerely,





2:30pm – 2:50pm

2:50pm – 3:00pm

3:00pm – 6:30pm

Registration & Networking

Welcome & Opening Remarks

Keynote Fireside Panel Chat: 

"Convergence: Where Innovation Meets Industry"

 

Company Innovator Presentation

Annual Awards Presentation 

Expo, Networking, and Cocktail Reception

Alex Rodriguez (Moderator) - FreeFall 5G

Mitch Hourtienne - Sion Power

Vic Narusis - Arizona Commerce Authority

Pat Risner - South32 Hermosa

Calline Sanchez - IBM

Mary Turner - Edmund Optics

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA

 

Jay Foster - Carbon Utility

Brandon McGowan - Rhody Drones SAR

12:00pm - 1:00pm

1:00pm - 1:30pm

1:30pm - 2:30pm



SOUTHERN ARIZONA:
Where business
and culture collide.

azcommerce.com

Bold and exciting advancements are happening in Southern Arizona. The
Arizona Commerce Authority is proud to support the 13th Annual Southern
Arizona Tech + Business Expo, hosted by the Arizona Technology Council, to
celebrate the region’s industry leaders that are developing emerging
technologies of the future. Top-tier talent is abundant with Tucson ranked a
Top 6 Best City for Gen Z according to Commercial Cafe. With a lifestyle that
allows talent to achieve their personal goals with endless outdoor activities,
vibrant arts and culture, easy commutes and affordable housing, Southern
Arizona offers the perfect balance that makes life better here. 



MODERATOR

Alex Rodriguez

 

President & Chief Executive Officer

Alex Rodriguez is an entrepreneur and business executive who has
raised millions of dollars for innovative technology companies. He is
currently President & Chief Executive Officer of FreeFall 5G, Inc, an
early-stage disruptive 5G antenna technology company.
Alex earned degrees from Harvard University, the University of Arizona
and New Mexico Military Institute. Alex served as an Army Captain in
war-torn Bosnia and was an International Policy Advisor and
Presidential Management Fellow at the Pentagon. 

Alex served as Vice President of the Arizona Technology Council where
he turned around and expanded Southern Arizona operations
providing strategic value to hundreds of technology businesses and
organizations including founding Optics Valley Arizona. He was
Facilitator of the Arizona Aerospace, Aviation and Defense CEO
Network where he remains active. 

Alex held leadership roles in business and strategy for Fortune 500
companies. At Raytheon, Alex led a half-billion dollar spend portfolio in
supply chain management. He led the national team that won a new
multi-million dollar cooperative contract at W. W. Grainger, Inc. Alex
served on the Board of a regional privately held company. Locally,
Alex was elected to serve on the Governing Board of the Tucson
Unified School District (TUSD) where he served as President.





KEYNOTE PANELIST

Mitch Hourtienne

 

Chief Commercial Officer

Mitch Hourtienne was named as Chief Commercial Officer (CCO) by
Sion Power, a leading developer of next-generation rechargeable
battery technology, in February 2025. In this role, Hourtienne
oversees all commercial aspects of Sion Power’s business, including
customer engagements, partnerships and supply chain management,
as the company advances toward commercial adoption of its
Licerion® lithium-metal technology.

Hourtienne has over 25 years of experience in developing and
launching new technology and sensor products for the automotive
industry. Before joining Sion Power, he served as CCO at Cepton, a
Silicon Valley-based lidar startup, where he led one of the industry’s
most significant design wins for passenger vehicles. Under his
leadership, Cepton secured a major contract with General Motors,
paving the way for a successful IPO on Nasdaq in 2022. Most
recently, Hourtienne played a pivotal role in the company’s
acquisition by Koito Manufacturing.

Before Cepton, Hourtienne held key positions at Sensata, Freescale
Semiconductor, Infineon Technologies and Siemens VDO
Automotive, where he led product marketing and sales efforts. 





KEYNOTE PANELIST

Vic Narusis

 

Executive Vice President, 
Industry Development

Vic Narusis serves as the Executive Vice President of Industry
Development for the Arizona Commerce Authority. Mr. Narusis
oversees key initiatives such as the development of Science
Foundation Arizona, as well as provide executive oversight and
support in areas like semiconductors, aerospace and defense, space,
business development and other strategic efforts. 
 
Prior to joining the ACA, Mr. Narusis has spent over two decades in
economic development for various organizations including the State
of Illinois, the Delta Regional Authority, McHenry County Economic
Development Corporation, and Woodstock Chamber of Commerce.
Mr. Narusis also spent over 20 years working in real estate
development and commercial banking.

Mr. Narusis holds BS from Marquette University, an MBA from St.
Louis University, and a Certificate in Public Administration from
Clemson University.





KEYNOTE PANELIST

Pat Risner

 

Hermosa President

Pat Risner, President of South32 Hermosa since 2019, leads
the only advanced mine development project in the United
States that could produce two federally designated critical
minerals—manganese and zinc—both of which are essential
minerals for powering the nation’s energy future. 

He is a mining executive with 30 years of industry experience
and an exceptional background in defining and executing
strategy while establishing a strong culture for maximized
productivity and safety in complex, highly regulated global
environments. 





KEYNOTE PANELIST

Calline Sanchez

 

Vice President, Technology Lifecycle
Services (TLS) Lifecycle Management,
Arizona & New Mexico Senior State
Executive, Tucson Site Leader

Since joining IBM 25 years ago, Calline Sanchez has held six (6) executive
leadership roles. Currently, she serves as VP of TLS Lifecycle Management,
where she drives innovation, revenue growth, and improved user experience
by collaborating with clients on solution design and execution. Additionally,
she is IBM’s Senior State Executive for Arizona & New Mexico while serving
as a site leader for Tucson and Phoenix locations. 

Previously, Calline led IBM's TLS Global Offerings and Service Planning
group. There she guided global teams in deploying a simplified service
portfolio.  Creating governance plans while collaborating with product
owners / supply chain leaders to ensure competitive positioning and
successful service delivery. 

Calline also served as the engineering leader for IBM's Enterprise Storage
Systems and led the IBM Storage Program Management team, overseeing
the delivery of the Storage Portfolio, including Flash, Disk, Physical/Virtual
Tape, and Data Backup solutions.

Calline is very involved at both the State and community levels. She
currently serves, or has served as a leader or board member in various
councils and organizations. 

In 2024 Ms. Sanchez was given the distinction of Greater Tucson Leadership
Groups Woman of the Year award and noted as a HITE Top 50 executive.
She was also designated the 2018 Hispanic Businesswoman of the Year from
the Tucson Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 





KEYNOTE PANELIST

Mary Turner

 

Technical Fellow
Optical Design

Mary Turner is the Technical Fellow in Optical Design at Edmund
Optics. She received her B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. degrees from the
University of Arizona. She has been involved in a wide range of
optical projects ranging from microscope objectives through
telescope instrumentation. Additionally, Dr Turner is a lecturer for the
University of California, Irvine and an Adjunct Professor at the
University of Arizona College of Optical Sciences. In these roles she
teaches specialized courses in Optical Design. 

Dr Turner is a Fellow of SPIE and in 2024 received the SPIE Maria J.
Yzuel Educator Award for a lifetime of dedication to the teaching of
optical design, and for services to the optics community.



INNOVATOR PRESENTER

Jay Foster

 

Co-Founder & CEO

Jay Foster is the co-founder & CEO of Carbon Utility, an Arizona-based
company building closed-loop systems that localize production of
critical products by turning air and water into low-carbon fuels and
advanced materials. From its commercial pilot campus in Holbrook,
AZ, Carbon Utility operates three integrated pilots: (1) direct air
capture paired with on-site green hydrogen production; (2) a
conversion platform that synthesizes e-methanol and sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF); and (3) a lab advancing CO₂-derived carbon fiber
for high-performance applications.

Jay is a founding board member of AZ Cleantech and an active voice
in Arizona’s innovation ecosystem. Carbon Utility is a past Arizona
Innovation Challenge awardee; winner of the Future of Energy
Challenge sponsored by Shell GameChanger; Rocky Mountain winner
of Cleantech Open; and winner of the JETRO DAC Innovation
Challenge.



INNOVATOR PRESENTER

Brandon McGowan

 

Owner & CEO

Brandon McGowan is a former elite Team USA hockey player turned
entrepreneur, innovator, and founder of Little Rhody Drones, Rhode
Island’s premier aerial imaging and drone services company. After
earning two Junior National gold medals on the ice, Brandon faced a
life-altering spinal injury that ended his athletic career—but not his
drive. During recovery, he envisioned a new path—one that combined
creativity, cutting-edge technology, and a relentless desire to make
an impact. In 2020, Brandon launched Little Rhody Drones, offering
cinematic drone photography and videography to luxury markets—
from high-end real estate to private yachts and world-class resorts.
By 2024, his mission evolved with the creation of Rhody Drones
Search and Rescue, a specialized division that supports emergency
responders with drone-based search, rescue, and recovery
operations. Today, Brandon leads a dual-purpose company that
serves both luxury clients and first responders. He has developed
custom drone software, trained numerous police departments, and
continues to push the boundaries of what drone technology can
achieve—from stunning visuals to life-saving missions.



AWARDS

Environmental, Societal and Governance Award
Technicians for Sustainability

 

Startup of the Year 
Branch Therapeutics

 

Innovation Leader of the Year 
City of Tucson Information Technology AI Program

The company has made a significant contribution to the Southern Arizona tech
community and/or significant contribution to advancing or transforming an industry
sector. The company is a recognized technical or innovation leader in Southern
Arizona.

 

Southern Arizona Member Organization of the Year
University of Arizona Tech Launch Arizona

 

Manufacturer of the Year
Dataforth Corporation and 
Edmund Optics Advanced Design & Assembly Facility

 

The organization has demonstrated support and alignment with AZTC’s vision 
statement: The Arizona Technology Council is the driving force behind making
Arizona the fastest growing technology hub in the nation; connecting and
empowering Arizona’s technology community.

The company demonstrates leadership as a manufacturer in the region with a new 
process or product, and involvement with the business and wider community of
Southern Arizona.

The company seeks to highlight sustainable practices, initiatives or programs by 
adopting practices without compromising people, the planet, or the economy.
Company can demonstrate how their programs serve as good examples for other
institutions.

A company in a technology industry that has achieved significant business success 
and technical innovation or scientific achievement and has been created and/or
funded within the past 24 months.



Thank You to
Our Sponsors!

 

SOUTH32
Pima Community College

Arizona Commerce Authority
University of Arizona

IBM
UA Venture Capital

AGM Container Controls
Comcast Business

Arizona Lithographers
Blue Canoe Marketing

Control Vision
Crest Insurance

Elevate Southwest
Fairytale Brownies



Visit our Dessert Sponsor
in Booth 45

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO MADE THE

2025 TECH + BUSINESS EXPO POSSIBLE

CHAIR

Shelly Glandon
Blue Canoe Marketing

CO-CHAIR

Art Geiger
mLogica

STAFF LIASION

Jamie Neilson
Arizona Technology

Council

Sarah Jayne
Pima Community College

Joel Lohr
Dataforth Corporation

Lindsay Ridpath
University of Arizona

Mary Turner
Edmund Optics

Lisa Wood-Hromidko
TUSD CTE

COMMITTEE


