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SOUTH32

TECHNOLOGY FOR
MODERN MINING

South32’s Hermosa project in southern Arizona is the only advanced
mine development project in the United States that could produce two
federally designated critical minerals — manganese and zinc — both of
which are essential minerals for powering the nation’s clean energy
future. To do this in the cleanest, safest way possible for our employees
and communities we are using proven, state-of-the-art technology.

www.south32hermosa.com
Visit us at booths 1 & 2
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Internet Sponsored by Crest Insurance

Welcome and Thank You for Attending the

2024 Southern Arizona Tech + Business Expo
Showcasing Technology and Innovation!

This year marks our 12th annual Southern Arizona Tech + Business Expo. Thanks for
joining us for the largest tech event in Southern Arizona! We are deeply grateful to our
sponsors, supporters, exhibitors, company innovator presenters, Expo organizing committee
and to you! We hope you enjoy this year’s program, that you create valuable connections and
discover opportunities to grow your personal and professional circles of influence.

The Arizona Technology Council strongly supports the technology sector of our state’s economy

and hosts over 100 events each year. Our vision is to be the driving force behind making
Arizona the fastest growing technology hub in the nation!

The best way to enjoy your membership and to create opportunities for your business is to get
involved!

Here is a partial list events coming up in 2025:

« Monthly after5 Tech Mixers
« Arizona Photonics Days
« Southern Arizona Golf Tournament
« Women in the Workforce Series Presentations
« Cybersecurity Summit
« Al/IT/CS Summit (Inaugural Event)
Smart City & loT Conference
E-Mobility and Clean Energy Summit
Aerospace, Aviation, Defense and Manufacturing Conference
Governor's Celebration of Innovation

Our members know that active engagement in AZTC committees lead to connections on an even
higher level. There are many specialized committees. We'd love you to get involved and create
even more value from your membership.

The Tech Council is committed to supporting you! Please contact me if we can help.

Again, welcome and thank you for your involvement. We hope you enjoy the 2024 Southern
Arizona Tech + Business Expo.

Sincerely,

Karla Morales

Vice President,

Southern Arizona Regional Office
Arizona Technology Council




Bold and exciting advancements are happening in Southern Arizona.
The Arizona Commerce Authority is proud to support the 12th Annual Southern
Arizona Tech + Business Expo, hosted by the Arizona Technology Council, to celebrate
the region’s industry leaders that are developing emerging technologies of the future.
Top-tier talent is abundant with Tucson ranked a Top 6 Millennial Magnet according
to the Business Facilities Magazine. With a lifestyle that allows talent to achieve their
personal goals with endless outdoor activities, vibrant arts and culture, easy commutes

and affordable housing, Southern Arizona offers the perfect balance that makes life
better here.

ARIZONA

COMMERCE AUTHORITY

azcommerce.com



AGENDA

12:00pm ——
1:00pm - 1:20pm —

1:20pm - 2:20pm —

2:20pm-2:50pm ——

2:50pm - 3:00pm —

3:00pm -6:00pm —

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO MADE THE
2024 TECH + BUSINESS EXPO POSSIBLE

Chair Committee

Shelly Glandon Ana Greif Mary Turner
Blue Canoe Marketing JobPath Edmund Optics

Art Geiger Sarah Jayne
Staff Liasion mLogica Pima Community College

Ava Butler

Jamie Neilson Organizational Development Consultant

Arizona Technology

Council Casey Carrillo

UACI
Joel Lohr

Dataforth Corporation

John Dennis
Strategy1 and Optics Valley

Lindsay Ridpath
UARII

Lisa Wood-Hromidko
TUSD




Innovation

Is anything |
but business =
as usual.

Get the health benefits of a big business
exclusively for Arizona Technology Council
(AZTC) members. Offer comprehensive
medical and dental benefits to your
employees with an expansive provider
network from Blue Cross® Blue Shield®

of Arizona (AZ Blue).

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

* Registered AZTC member with a
business headquartered in Arizona

» Two or more employees with
at least one common-law (W-2)
employee who is not a spouse or
child enrolling in the plan

Request a quote at
azblue.com/employers/request

I BlueCross
oD

(V) BlueShield
= o @J Arizona

An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association
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BIG BENEFITS FOR YOUR
SMALL BUSINESS

ACCESS
96% of physicians

& 98% of hospitals
in Arizona

SERVICE
Guided customer

service & account
management

000  FLEXIBILITY
D
[ Provide robust
benefits with as few
as two employees

Visit our booth to learn more.
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Job Shadowing

Pima FastTrack Mi ro Credentlas

Flexible Industry Training (FIT) Lab
IDEA Lab Prototyping Space
Manufacturing Business Incubator

Contact Workforce Development and

Innovation at workforce@pima.edu ‘\\L
to explore solutions for your business! ’7\\ leaCommunltyCoIIege

Photo courtesy of HawkView Aerial Solutions | Architect: DLR Group | Builder: Chasse Building Team
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PIMA COUNTY
Heath Vescovi-Chiordi

Director of Economic Development

Heath Vescovi-Chiordi is currently the Director of
Economic Development for Pima County, AZ. Heath
graduated from the University of Arizona with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science and Spanish as
well as a Master’s Degree in Public Administration with an emphasis on local
government. Heath’s areas of focus at Pima County include both Economic
Development and Workforce Development initiatives, including specific programs
to aid in sustainable and diverse economic growth that increases the viability of
Pima County for business attraction, retention, and expansion purposes, and by
extension, creation of upwards economic mobility for the community. Heath is
also a certified AZ Economic Development Professional through the Arizona
Association for Economic Development (AAED), and he received the New
Member of the Year Award in 2016 and the Member of the Year Award in 2019
from AAED for his contributions to local Economic Development. Most recently,
Heath also received the Economic Developer of the Year for a Large Community
Award from AAED for 2024. Heath also designed, implemented and currently
teaches a class at the University of Arizona School of Government and Public
Policy, focusing on teaching the essentials of Economic Development and Local
Government Administration to Masters of Public Administration students, which is
currently in its 11th year. He is also heavily involved in the Greater Tucson
community, having previously sat on the Board of the United Way of Tucson and
Southern Arizona, as well as currently sitting on the Board for the AZ Town Hall
Association, the Executive Board of the Arizona Association for Economic
Development, and the Board of Greater Tucson Leadership. Heath was also
named a 2019 40 Under 40 Honoree by the Tucson Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, as well as appointed to the Judicial Performance Review Commission
for the State of Arizona. He also received the Gabe Zimmerman Public Service
Award for Emerging Leader in 2021. Lastly, Heath is a 2023 graduate of the Flinn
Foundation Flinn-Brown Fellowship Program.




Keynote

Lea Marquez Peterson
Corporations Commissioner

Commissioner Lea Mdrquez Peterson was elected to
the Arizona Corporation Commission in November
2020, after being appointed by Governor Doug
Ducey in May 2019, making her the first Latina to serve in a statewide office in
Arizona. She is the only commissioner based in Southern Arizona.

A longtime entrepreneur, Lea has been a strong advocate for Arizona’s small
business community and economic development. In 2022, she was recognized
as the Hispanic Business Woman of the Year by the U.S. Hispanic Chamber. As
President/CEO of the Tucson Hispanic Chamber from 2009 to 2018, she led
the organization to be named the Hispanic Chamber of the Year. She also held
the position of Executive Director of Greater Tucson Leadership from 2005 to
2009.

In her role as Commissioner, Lea serves on the board of the Electric Power
Research Institute (EPRI) and is Vice Chair of the Western Interconnection
Reliability Activities Board (WIRAB). Additionally, she co-chairs the nuclear
power subcommittee for the National Association of Regulated Utility
Commissioners and is co-Vice Chair of the Water Committee. Lea is a member
of the Arizona Judicial Council, which advises the Arizona Supreme Court, and
previously served on the Arizona Finance Authority.

Her community involvement includes past leadership roles on the Tenet Health
Board of Directors for Carondelet's St. Mary's and St. Joseph's Hospitals, and
she has contributed to the Pima Association of Governments' Economic Vitality
Committee and the Pima County Workforce Investment Board. She is a former
President of the National Association of Women Business Owners in Tucson
and has served on the national Small Business Development Council.

Lea earned her undergraduate degrees in Marketing and Entrepreneurship
from the University of Arizona and holds an MBA from Pepperdine University.
She resides in Tucson with her husband and two children.
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SOUTH32

Pat Risner
President

Pat Risner, President of South32’s Hermosa project
since 2019, leads the only advanced mine
development project in the United States to date that

could produce two federally designated critical minerals—manganese and
zinc—both of which are essential minerals for powering the nation’s clean
energy future. He is a mining executive with 30 years of industry experience
and an exceptional background in defining and executing strategy while
establishing a strong culture for maximized productivity and safety in
complex, highly regulated global environments. He has held executive roles
across the United States and Australia including Group Health Safety
Environmental Officer for BHP, formerly BHP Billiton, where he had direct

UNIPED BY
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A DIFFERENCE.
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OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

Carlos Contreras
Director

Carlos Contreras is a seasoned leader with over 25
years of experience in executive and management
roles across government, academia, and the nonprofit
sector. Renowned for his results-driven approach, Carlos excels at building
strategic partnerships that advance organizational goals.

Currently serving as the Director of the Arizona Office of Economic
Opportunity, Carlos coordinates workforce strategies and economic initiatives
to enhance opportunities for all Arizonans. Previously, he held senior positions
at Intel, where he directed Al workforce and education programs across North
America and shaped policies for emerging technologies. His accomplishments
include launching the Al for Workforce program in over 35 states and
establishing partnerships with key stakeholders to drive innovation.

Achieve your business
cevelopment goals.

Marketing for industry, technology, science and engineering. blue

(520) 979-3465 | bluecanoemarketing.com canoe
[MARKETING



Let’s
work
safer and
smarter.

The way we work is being
reimagined at every level - not

just where we do it, but what we

do. And, most importantly, how.
With data, insights and the industry
expertise of IBM, we can create
workplaces where people feel

safe, confident and secure.

ibm.com
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is proud to support the
12 Annual Southern

Arizona Tech + Business Expo.

For more information, contact:

Michael Curley
. Partner
(520)770-8768
7 A michael.curley@quarles.com

Quarles

©2024, Guartes & Brady LLP:




Innovator

Venture Engagement Manager

Emily is a forward-thinking leader at the intersection of defense
technology, product innovation, and operational strategy.
As Venture Engagement Manager at the Southwest Mission Acceleration
Center, Emily accelerates the growth of early-stage and dual-use technology
companies pursuing U.S. Department of Defense contracting opportunities.
With deep ties to the U.S. special operations community and a proven track
record in SaaS and IoT product management, she seamlessly aligns early-stage
venture development with defense needs. Emily also served in the Israel
Defense Forces and regularly leverages her experience to provide firsthand
Warfighter expertise to inform her approach. She is proud to serve as a trusted
advisor to founders intent on shaping the future of national security innovation.

Accelerate Innovation.
Scale Rapidly.

Connect with Department of Defense, VCs, and Industry Leaders. Unlock eritical funding,
strategic partnerships, and unparalleled insights to fast-track your dual-use technology success.

* Submit Your Technology: Email us at
solutions@swmac.org to explore opportunities

= Connect with Us: Visit our website and follow us on social
media to learn about the defense technology ecosystem.

ﬂ E Defense Innovation
CeNTER OnRamp Hub: Arizona
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Alex Cole
Founder and CEO

Alex is an accomplished IT and cybersecurity professional

with extensive expertise in leading next-generation B2B

technology solutions. Throughout his career, he has
demonstrated exceptional leadership skills by successfully managing and
delivering large-scale enterprise IT projects across diverse industries.

His recent accomplishments have included ensuring organizations' compliance
with robust cybersecurity and compliance programs, including CMMC, SOC2,
HIPAA, and RMF. Currently, his primary focus is serving SMBs and enterprises
with a strong demand for cybersecurity, IT, and compliance across varying
industries.

/= Cole Technologies

A Technology Solutions Company

AN INDUSTRY IN
NEED OF

“‘How modern IT has lost
sight of the customer - and
how we're getting it back”

Contact Us To Find Qut
More

520 230 3871

info@coletech.us www.coletech.us



Digital and Offset Printing ,
Full-Service Bindery /
Fine-Art Reproduction
Graphic Design and Prepress Layout
. Specialty Finishing

Books ® Catalogs ® Manuals
Pocket Folders ® Note Cards
Packaging ® Cartons ® Calendars

For all of your printing and large format needs.

AZ LITHO =

www.azlltho.com e (520) 622 7667
383 N Commerce Park Loop, Tucson AZ 85745

PROUD MEMBER AND PREFERRED PRINTER OF AZ TECH COUNCIL
»



AWARDS

Innovation Leader of the Year - Sponsored by Arizona
Western College

Applied Energetics

The company has made a significant contribution to the Southern Arizona tech
community and/or significant contribution to advancing or transforming an industry
sector. The company is a recognized technical or innovation leader in Southern
Arizona.

Manufacturer of the Year - Sponsored by Pima County
One-Stop/Arizona@Work

Industrial Tool Die and Manufacturing

The company demonstrates leadership as a manufacturer in the region with a new
process or product, and involvement with the business and wider community of
Southern Arizona.

Startup of the Year - Sponsored by AZ Tech Council

Pioneer Neurotech

A company in a technology industry that has achieved significant business success
and technical innovation or scientific achievement and has been created and/or
funded within the past 24 months.

Sustainability Award - Sponsored by IBM

Beacon Group

The company seeks to highlight sustainable practices, initiatives or programs by
adopting practices without compromising people, the planet, or the economy.
Company can demonstrate how their programs serve as good examples for other
institutions.

Southern Arizona Member Organization of the Year -
Sponsored by Arizona Western College

Marcus Engineering

The organization has demonstrated support and alignment with AZTC’s vision
statement: The Arizona Technology Council is the driving force behind making
Arizona the fastest growing technology hub in the nation; connecting and
empowering Arizona’s technology community.



Powering cybersecurity
solutions to keep up
with your company's
global ambitions.

COMCAST
BUSINESS

of global secure networking. Learn hov

m your business today.

For more information, please contact:

Vernon Bridges | 623.986.9316




HYREL TECHNOLOGIES

RELIABILITY COUNTS

HyRel Technologies

Empowers Arizona’s Future
Semiconductor Leaders

AS9100-Certified and Committed to Quality, Precision, and Innovation

"~ students’ journey u"?@fmm‘
?Commty rowt community
eng/gement Hy 0\7 talenta
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Elevetmg Aero%ﬁce Standurds Proudly attaining
AS9100 certification, HyReI exemp lifies unwavermg'
dedication to quc:hty precision,'and mnovetlon\ \
.- within the aerospace mdustryl“ \i‘ A\ 8

\ L R
Redefining Excellence. AS9100 Cer’tl'ﬁCCltID[‘l
endorses HyRel's commitment to high standards
of quality, solidifying the company as a trusted
partner for aerospace manufacturers and suppliers
worldwide.

Learn more about HyRel's impactful internship
program and commitment to quality at
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