Dr. Robert Robbins
President, University of Arizona

Dr. Robert C. Robbins assumed his position as the 22nd president of the University of Arizona on June 1,
2017. Previously, he served as president and CEO of the Texas Medical Center (TMC) in Houston from
2012 to 2017. In this role, he significantly enhanced TMC's commitment to collaboration, introducing five
cross-institutional research initiatives centered on innovation, genomics, regenerative medicine, health
policy and clinical research.
Prior to his time in Houston, Dr. Robbins served as professor and chairman of the Department of
Cardiothoracic Surgery at Stanford University School of Medicine, founding director of the Stanford
Cardiovascular Institute, president of the International Society of Heart and Lung Transplantation, president
of the Western Thoracic Surgical Association, president of the American Heart Association Western States
Affiliate, president of the Bay Area Society of Thoracic Surgeons, and chair of the American Heart
Association Cardiovascular Surgery and Anesthesia Council, among other roles. In 2016 he served as
president of the American Heart Association Southwest Affiliate.
An internationally recognized cardiac surgeon, Robbins has focused his clinical efforts on acquired cardiac
diseases with a special expertise in the surgical treatment of congestive heart failure and cardiothoracic
transplantation. His research work includes the investigation of stem cells for cardiac regeneration, cardiac
transplant allograft vasculopathy, bioengineered blood vessels, and automated vascular anastomotic
devices. Robbins is the author of more than 300 peer-reviewed articles and a former guest editor of the
Circulation Surgical Supplement.
Dr. Robbins serves on the boards of the Arizona Commerce Authority, Southern Arizona Leadership
Council, Tucson Metro Chamber of Commerce, United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona and the
Greater Phoenix Economic Council. He is also a member of the Chairman’s Circle of Sun Corridor, Inc., and
a member of Greater Phoenix Leadership.
His educational background includes a B.S. in chemistry from Millsaps College, medical degree from the
University of Mississippi, general surgical training at the University of Mississippi, cardiothoracic training at
Stanford University, postdoctoral research at Columbia University and the National Institutes of Health, and
congenital heart surgical fellowships at Emory University and Royal Children's Hospital.

ABOUT THE UNVERSITY OF ARIZONA
The University of Arizona, a land-grant university with two independently accredited medical schools, is one
of the nation's top public universities, according to U.S. News & World Report. Established in 1885, the UA
is widely recognized as a student-centric university and has been designated as a Hispanic Serving
Institution by the U.S. Department of Education. The UA ranked in the top 25 in 2018 in research
expenditures among all public universities, according to the National Science Foundation, and is a leading
Research 1 institution with $687 million in annual research expenditures. The UA advances the frontiers of
interdisciplinary scholarship and entrepreneurial partnerships as a member of the Association of American
Universities, the 62 leading public and private research universities in the U.S. It benefits the state with an
estimated economic impact of $4.1 billion annually. To learn more, visit www.arizona.edu.

