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How do you change the live concert experience for
the deaf? Avnet is helping companies like tech incubator 
Not Impossible Labs create products that are changing
the world  — and making music more accessible for all.
 
With Avnet as their guide, companies big and small
ccan Reach Further™. Learn more at avnet.com
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2018 GCOI Agenda

4:00PM-6:00PM General Registration/Tech Showcase/Strolling Dinner

5:30PM-6:00PM  Theatre Open

6:00PM-8:00PM Opening Video: Tammy Schultz, Avnet

  Emcee: Ron Morey

  Opening Remarks: Steven G.  Zylstra
  President and CEO, Arizona Technology Council

  Sandra Watson
  President and CEO, Arizona Commerce Authority
 
  Governor Opening Video
  Governor Doug Ducey 
  
  Awards Ceremony
  
  Individual Awards:
  
  Tech Ten
  Outstanding Tech Representative of the Year
  Outstanding Tech Senator of the Year
  AccountabilIT Lifetime Achievement Award
  Ed Denison Business Leader of the Year
  Judges Award
  Honeywell Future Innovators of the Year Award
  American Express Teacher of the Year Awardtation
   
  Company Awards
  
  Innovator of the Year – Academia
  Innovator of the Year – Start-Up Company
  Innovator of the Year – Small Company
  Innovator of the Year – Large Company
  Chairman’s Award
     
  Closing Remarks

8:00PM-8:30PM Tech Showcase/Networking
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Presenting Organizations:

About the Arizona Technology Council 
The Arizona Technology Council is Arizona’s premier trade association for 
science and technology companies.  Recognized as having a diverse 
professional business community, Council members work towards furthering 
the advancement of technology in Arizona through leadership, education, 
legislation and social action. The Arizona Technology Council offers numerous 
events, educational forums and business conferences that bring together 
leaders, managers, employees and visionaries to make an impact on the 
technology industry.  These interactions contribute to the Council’s culture of 
growing member businesses and transforming technology in Arizona. To 
become a member or to learn more about the Arizona Technology Council, 
please visit www.aztechcouncil.org. 

About the Arizona Commerce Authority 
The Arizona Commerce Authority (ACA) is the state's leading economic 
development organization with a streamlined mission to grow and strengthen 
Arizona's economy. The ACA uses a three-pronged approach to advance the 
overall economy: attract, expand, create - attract out-of-state companies to 
establish operations in Arizona; work with existing companies to expand their 
business in Arizona and beyond; and help entrepreneurs create new Arizona 
businesses in targeted industries. For more information, please visit 
azcommerce.com and follow the ACA on Twitter at @azcommerce.



https://www.azcommerce.com


The innovations, technologies 
and dedication from our Phoenix-
based Aerospace business unit 
are changing the way people 
communicate on and with an 
aircraft – making flying safer, more 
productive and more entertaining. 

Congratulations to the  
Future Innovator of the Year 
Award Winners and Finalists

For more information, please visit  
aerospace.honeywell.com
© 2018 Honeywell International. All rights reserved

Job 923_Governor's Celebration of Innovation print ad_011120182018.indd   1 11/1/2018   7:12:09 PM



EVent Emcee: Ron Morey

Ron’s energetic show earned 
him a nomination to the list of 
top five comics in the country 
by the Entertainment Business 
Journal. His show includes 
characters, music, and 
impressions. 

In addition to his constant touring of America’s 
premier comedy clubs, Ron has spent much time 
and many tours entertaining our troops for the USO 
in places like Iraq, Bahrain, Kuwait, Italy, and South 
Korea. 

Ron has also been featured as an actor on NFL 
films, PBS, A&E, and a recurring role on Snoop 
Dogg’s MTV show: “Doggy Fizzle Televizzle.” 

Ron is also a regular at the Improv in Hollywood, 
CA and has opened for many major and diverse 
stars such as George Lopez, Tracey Morgan, Ellen 
DeGeneres, and D.L. Hughey, just to name a few. 

This professional is a major asset to any production 
that needs someone to provide laughs any time, 
any place... 



https://www.aspect.com
https://www.aspect.com


"All of the 4,600 global associates at JDA Software and its 
entire ecosystem of 4,000 global customers and partners offer 
heartfelt congratulations to Jim Armstrong on his  lifetime 
achievement award. We are deeply grateful for his tremendous 
vision and leadership at JDA."

JDA Software Congratulates Founder Jim Armstrong!



Lifetime Achivement Award Winner
Jim Armstrong

Jim Armstrong is Managing Partner of 
Canal Partners. In this role Mr. Armstrong 
is responsible for all aspects of the com-
pany including identification of potential 
acquisition targets, due diligence, finan-
cial analysis and final investment deci-
sion making. Mr. Armstrong currently 
serves on the board of WebPT.

Mr. Armstrong is former Chairman of the Board of JDA Software 
Group, Inc. (NASDAQ: JDAS), which he founded in Canada in 
1978. Headquartered in Scottsdale, AZ, JDA Software Group, 
Inc. provides enterprise software solutions to the world-wide 
supply chain market, enabling planning, optimization, and exe-
cution of merchandising and supply chain processes. Mr. Arm-
strong served as Chief Executive Officer of JDA Software from 
1985 to 1997 and again from 1999 to 2003.

Mr. Armstrong serves on a wide range of boards and founda-
tions. In addition to previously serving as Chairman of the Board 
for JDA Software Group, Inc., he is a Director and President of 
JDA Investments (US), Inc. and Director for WebPT, Inc. He is 
President and Chairman of the Armstrong Family Foundation, 
President and Chairman of the Kiita Foundation, and Director of 
the Rancho Feliz Charitable Foundation. He has received nu-
merous awards and honors including Arizona Software Associa-
tion Business Leader of the Year, Ernst and Young Master Entre-
preneur of the Year Award, Ernst and Young Spirit of Philanthro-
py Award, Ed Denison Business Leader of the Year Award, and 
National Society of Fundraising Executives Spirit of Philanthropy 
Award.  Mr. Armstrong formerly served as Chairman of Omnilink 
Systems and Director of ClickDimensions.





FROM “HELLO WORLD”  
TO CHANGING THE WORLD.

Innovation is at the heart of everything we do. When you 
join the American Express Technology team, you’ll focus on 
creating a more powerful, personal and fulfilling experience 
for our customers. Our tech teams function like small 
businesses. Everyone works hard together—encouraging 
and challenging each other to push boundaries. We 
embrace creative freedom and encourage everyone to dive 
into new methodologies, ideas and solutions. If you love to 
write code, work with APIs, want to create breakthrough 
software or identify opportunities for new technologies, 
apply for a position with American Express.

• Fortune 100 Best Companies to Work For
• AZ Business Magazine Arizona's 2018 Most Admired Companies
• Best Companies AZ Arizona's Top Tech Companies 2018
• J.D. Power 2018 U.S. Credit Card App Satisfaction (#1)
• AnitaB.org Top Companies Leadership Index

The powerful backing™ of American Express.
Learn more about the world of opportunities 

awaiting you at careers.americanexpress.com.
American Express is an equal opportunity employer and makes employment decisions without regard to race, color,  religion, sex, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, national origin, age, protected veteran status, disability status, or any other status protected by law.



Legislators of the Year

Outstanding Tech Representative of the Year:  
Rep. Doug Coleman, District 16 
 
Outstanding Tech Senator of the Year:  
Sen. Kate Brophy McGee, District 28 
 
Tech Ten Legislators: 
Sen. Sylvia Allen, District 6 
Sen. Bob Worsley, District 25 
Sen. Karen Fann, District 1 
Sen. Sean Bowie, District 18 
Sen. Lupe Contreras, District 19 
Rep. Jeff Weninger, District 17 
Rep. Regina Cobb, District 5 
Rep. Daniel Hernandez, District 2  
Rep. César Chavéz, District 29  
Rep. Reginald Bolding, District 27  



Innovation
+

At h  me in Arizona

Bench.com

Benchmark is proud to sponsor the 
Governor’s Celebration of Innovation. 

We congratulate all Innovator and Future Innovator 
of the Year finalists as they continue to expand the 

boundaries of technology.



Banner|Aetna is proud to support the 
Governor’s Celebration of Innovation Awards.

banneraetna.com

Banner|Aetna is the brand name used for products and services provided by Banner Health 
and Aetna Health Insurance Company and Banner Health and Aetna Health Plan Inc. 

©2018 Banner Health and Aetna Health Insurance Company and Banner Health and Aetna Health Plan Inc.
2017553

Keep going

http://banneraetna.com


Honeywell Future Innovators of the Year Award Winners:  
Damian Galasso 
School: Galasso Homeschool, Tucson 
Project: “The Effect of Organic Plant Extracts on Seed Germination and Seedling Growth” 
 
Bryan Gopal 
School: Brophy College Preparatory, Phoenix 
Project: “A Novel Accelerator for Machine Learning Algorithms” 
 
Trevor Hale 
School: Liberty High School, Peoria 
Project: “Refinement of Glioblastoma Subtypes of Contextual Gene Sets Identified by Context 
Mining Analysis” 
 
Rohit Nandakumar 
School: Basha High School, Chandler 
Project: “Developing a Machine Learning Model to Identify Protein-Protein Interaction Hotspots 
to Facilitate Drug Discovery” 
 

Future Innovators of the Year Honorable Mentions: 
Nikita Bharati 
School: Basha High School, Chandler 
Project: “A Novel Approach to Optimizing Algae Biofuel Production by Using Naturally 
Occurring Extracellular Polymeric Substances (EPS) Through Bioflocculation” 
 
Sukesh Ram 
School: BASIS, Peoria 
Project: “Wet Chemical Etching of Native Oxides on Si and GaAs Studied by Ion Beam Analysis” 

American Express Teacher of the Year Award Winner: 
Pradip Misra 
School: Bagdad High School, Bagdad 

 

Teacher Honorable Mentions: 
Katy Gazda 
School: Red Mountain High School, Mesa 
 



Intelligent 
Technology 
Communications

The Voice of Your
Innovation™

Public Relations & Content Marketing 

For Technology Leaders
TechTHiNQ.com

515 E. Grant St. Phoenix, AZ 85004



Learn More

Contact Us

Tucson
100 N. Stone Ave., Suite 305
520.441.3131

Phoenix
221 E. Indianola Ave.
602.663.9177

B2B Marketing & Website Design

Delivering stunning websites, relatable brands, and

results-oriented marketing campaigns

Learn more about the process we used to design and develop the
NEW AZ Tech Council website! 

Let’s get started today!

Learn More

Contact Us

https://grow.nuancedmedia.com/growth-driven-design/
https://grow.nuancedmedia.com/growth-driven-design/
https://nuancedmedia.com/contact/#fastlane
https://nuancedmedia.com/contact/#fastlane
https://grow.nuancedmedia.com/growth-driven-design/
https://nuancedmedia.com/contact/#fastlane


2018 GCOI Award Finalists and Winners: 
Individual Award Winners: 
Ed Denison Business Leader of the Year: Heidi Jannenga, 
WebPT, Phoenix 
 
Judges Award: Al Maag, MaagComplus, Tempe 
 

Company Award Finalists: 

Innovator of the Year, Start-Up Company: 
• BlackBar Engineering, Tucson 
• Paradox Inc., Scottsdale 
• Regulonix, Tucson 

 
Innovator of the Year, Small Company:  

• CampusLogic, Chandler;  
• Dynamic Water Technologies, Scottsdale 
• Solera Health Inc. 

 
Innovator of the Year, Large Company:  

• Benchmark, Phoenix 
• IBM, Tucson 
• Opendoor, Scottsdale 

 
Innovator of the Year Award – Academia:  

• Dr. Yasin Silva and Dr. Deborah Hall – Bully Blocker, ASU, 
West Campus, Glendale 

• Dr. Ferran Garcia-Pichel, School of Life Sciences and 
The Biodesign Institute, ASU, Tempe 

• Dr. Laurence Hurley, The University of Arizona, Tucson 



 

  

Ferran Garcia-Pichel
Finalist Innovator Award - Academia
Governor’s Celebration of Innovation

Arizona State University congratulates  
Dr. Ferran Garcia-Pichel for his innovative  
work in restoring damaged desert soils.  
His microbial nurseries bring together nature 
and science, creating a new technology that 
is helping decrease air pollution and harm to 
human health in the Southwest.

Knowledge Enterprise Biodesign Institute School of Life Sciences





2018 Governor’s Celebration of Innovation
Award Criteria

Ed Denison Business Leader of the Year
Presented to an individual who contributes to Arizona’s technology 
industry through sustained growth of their business or company. Any 
individual in a leadership position employed by an Arizona-based 
business, or division of a corporation operating in Arizona may be 
nominated for this award. Leadership qualities such as 
entrepreneurship, community involvement, and management expertise 
will be considered. Award is limited to individuals residing in Arizona five 
years or more. 

Innovator of the Year - Startup Company
Presented to a company or business unit in a technology industry that 
has achieved significant business success, and a technical innovation 
or scientific achievement in the past calendar year and meets the 
following requirements:
• Must be actively selling or developing a commercially available  
product or service for less than 24 months. 
• Must be generating revenue and/or receiving funding.
• Must demonstrate technological innovation or innovation involving 
technology and potential commerical viability.
• Company or business unit must be based in Arizona.
• Must have a management structure of one or more persons. 
• Profitability is not a requirement. 



Innovator of the Year - Small Company
Presented to a company or business unit in a technology industry that 
has achieved significant business success (including profitability), and 
technical innovation or scientific achievement in the past calendar 
year and meets the following requirements: 
• Must be in operation for 24 months or more. 
• Must be generating less than $50 million in annual revenues. 
• Company or business unit must be based in Arizona. 
• Innovation must be technological in nature or involve technology.
• Innovation must be developed in Arizona. 
• Innovation may have been in previous years. 

Innovator of the Year - Large Company
Presented to a company or business unit in a technology industry (no 
limit on the duration of the project) that has achieved significant busi-
ness success (including pofitability), and technical innovation or sci-
entific achievement in the past calendar year and meets the follow-
ing requirements: 
• Must be in operation for 24 months or more.
• Must be generating $50 million or more in annual revenues.
• Company or business unit must be based in Arizona. 
• Innovation must be technological in nature or involve technology.
• Innovation must be developed in Arizona. 
• Innovation may have been in previous years. 

Innovator of the Year - Academia
Presented to a department office within an accredited higher edu-
cation institution that has achieved success through innovation in the 
past calendar year and meets the following requirements: 
• Each department or office may submit one project for consider-
ation.
• Has achieved success through research and development. 
• Must demonstrate technical innovation or scientific achievement, 
and potential commerical viablity. 
• Institution must be based in Arizona. 
• Open to both college students and faculty. 
• Has contributed to economic development within Arizona through 
teaching, research, or other academic pursuits. 





keomarketing.com | audit@keomarketing.com | 480-413-2090

GENERATE MORE LEADS AND SALES WITH
THE KEO MARKETING B2B SUCCESS SYSTEM

Whether you are looking to outsource your marketing,
or simply want to understand how you can achieve better 

results in house, contact KEO Marketing for a
complimentary consultation and marketing audit.



2018 Acknowledgements 
The Arizona Technology Council and Arizona Commerce Authority 
would like to show appreciation to all the people who contributed to 
the success of this event. We thank you for your time, your effort and 
your commitment to Arizona’s technology community.  

Moreover, a special thanks to all the volunteers… 

AWARD SELECTION COMMITTEE 
Islamshah Amlani, Honeywell Aerospace 
James Goulka, Arizona Tech Investors 
Dave Higgins, Benchmark 
Doug Hockstad, Tech Launch Arizona 
Eric Miller, PADT 
Mary O'Reilly, PhD, CEM, Flinn Foundation 
Chuck Vermillion, AccountabilIT 
 
ARIZONA TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL STAFF 
Steven G. Zylstra, Sc.D. (Hon.), President + CEO 
Deborah Zack, Senior Director, Membership Services 
Don Rodriguez, Editor 
Don Ruedy, Executive Emeritus, Southern Arizona 
Jamie Neilson, Manager, Operations + Events, Southern Arizona  
Jeff Sales, Executive Director, Southern Arizona 
Jeremy Babendure, Ph.D., Executive Director, Arizona Technology 
Council Foundation 
Justin Williams, Executive Emeritus, Southern Arizona 
Laura DeGeorge, Executive Assistant to President + CEO 
Lauren Witte, Director, Marketing + Communications 
Leigh Goldstein, COO + Vice President, Events and Programs 
Meredith Orr, Director, Membership Services 
Pat Krueger, Director, Finance + Administration 
Ron Schott, Executive Emeritus, Phoenix 



2018 Acknowledgements 
 
STUDENT JUDGES 
Carlos Courtney, Entrepreneur / Microbiologist 
David Hammer, Math Teacher GUHSD - Retired 
Everett Greenli,ACESA 
Fred Marchesi, ACESA 
Jonathan Madonia, Manderioli Engineering 
Kevin Kilzer, Microchip 
Ray Quackenbush, ACESA 
Tracy Rexroat, AZ Dept. of Education 
 
MARKETING, P.R. & GRAPHICS 
Lauren Witte, Director, Marketing + Communications 
Linda Capcara and Alec Robertson, TechTHiNQ 
Alex Quinn, BrightGuest 
 
VIDEO PRODUCTION 
Tammy Schultz, Avnet, Video Services 
 
EVENT PRODUCTION 
Chuck Smith and the Team at Enliven Entertainment  



For 16 years, the Translational Genomics Research Institute (TGen), an affiliate of City of Hope, 
has leveraged cutting-edge technology to transform healthcare in Arizona and around the world. 
TGen scientists and physicians work to unravel the genetic components of cancer, neurological 
disorders, diabetes and infectious disease to provide earlier detection, smarter treatments and 
better outcomes for patients. Learn more at tgen.org

LIKE USVISIT US FOLLOW US SUBSCRIBE DONATE$
facebook.com/helptgenwww.tgen.org twitter.com/tgen youtube.com/user/tgenvideo tgen.org/donate

Technology 
Driven

Patient 
Centered

Future 
Focused



500 N. Juniper Drive, Suite 275 
Chandler, AZ 85226

Contact Mark Dreher to discuss  
your business performance.

480.345.0500  |  wpdcpa.com  |     

How is your business performing?

From start-up to maturity, Wallace, Plese + Dreher (WP+D) understands 

operating a business takes team commitment. As technology reshapes 

operations, strategies shift to operational improvements, business 

performance, and working capital. Designed for key business functions, 

our services include tax planning, research and development tax credits, 

mergers, acquisitions, succession planning, and exit strategies.

8665 E. Hartford Drive, Suite 115 
Scottsdale, AZ 85255

http://wpdcpa.com
https://twitter.com/wpdcpa
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wallace-plese---dreher-llp/


AccountabilIT 
Acronis 
American Express 
Arizona Commerce Authority 
Aspect Software 
ASU, West Campus 
Avnet 
AZTC 
Ballard Spahr 
Banner/Aetna 
Benchmark Electronics 
BlackBar Engineering 
BrightGuest 
Bryan Gopal 
CampusLogic 
Cisco 
City of Prescott 
Cox Business 
Damian Galasso 
Dr. Laurence Hurley/UofA 
Dynamic Water Technologies 
Enliven Production Group, Inc. 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
Greenspoon Marder 
Honeywell 
IBM 
Katy Gazda/Hillary Stacey 
KEO Marketing 
Lark RF Technology 
MISGIF 
 
 
 
 
 

Nikita Bharati/Sukesh Ram 
Nuanced Media 
Opendoor 
PADT 
Paradox, Inc. 
Pradip Misra 
Regulonix 
Rohit Nandakumar 
School of Life Sciences and 
Biodesign Institute , ASU 
Solera Health 
TGen 
Trans-West Network Solutions 
Trevor Hale 
Wallace, Plese + Dreher 
Wells Fargo Bank 

2018 GCOI TECH SHOWCASE EXHIBITORS:
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Production Sponsor Innovation Sponsor

Teacher of the Year Sponsor

Future Innovator of the 
Year Sponsor

LIfetime Achievement 
Award Sponsor

Academia Award Sponsor

THANK YOU TO OUR 2018 GCOI SPONSORS

Partner Sponsors

Contributing Sponsors

Registration Sponsor

 @aztechcouncil    #GCOI2018




